Care planning for nursing home residents: incorporating the Minimum Data Set requirements into practice.
This study was designed to describe the care-planning process used in nursing homes and identify links among care planning, care provided, and the Resident Assessment Instrument and Minimum Data Set (MDS). Study participants in three Midwestern nursing homes included residents and family members, MDS coordinators, direct care staff, administrators, directors of nursing, and medical directors. Data were collected via semi-structured interview, observation, and resident record audit. The care-planning process differed among the three facilities despite the common MDS system structure. Care planning and the MDS system were linked to the care provided to residents through documentation in residents' records, translation of the MDS care plan to the documents used for daily care, and ongoing communication through end-of-shift report and other venues.